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The Pope’s Infallibility 


Tue Rrt> Rev. Timoruy Corsett, D.D. 


*T° IMOTHY, by the Mercy of God and the Grace of 

the Apostolic See, Bishop of Crookston. To the 
Venerable Brethren of the Clergy and the Beloved Breth- 
ren of the Laity of our Diocese, Peace and Benediction 
in Christ Jesus, Our Lord. 

Dearly Beloved Brethren: History does not record the 
existence of any contention among the Faithful relative 
to the infallibility of the Church of Christ in teaching a 
doctrine of faith and morals in her character of universal 
Teacher. As the Divine Saviour of the world founded 
the Church to endure forever, He was necessarily ob- 
liged to make her absolutely secure in handing down with 
unerring accuracy, from century to century, the sacred 
deposit of faith, the treasure of His truths and doctrine, 
through all the vicissitudes of time, despite insidious er- 
rors, fatal schisms and destructive heresies. The Apostles 
and their legitimate successors in office could not teach 
aright without Divine assistance, since the human mind, 
left to itself, will certainly fall into the labyrinth of error. 
Chfist, the Eternal Truth, the Infinite Wisdom and the 
God of infinite knowledge of all things, present, past and 
future, in whom deception and error are impossible, 
solemnly pledged to the Church His continuous, abso- 
lute, unconditional and uninterrupted assistance and abid- 
ing presence. On the mountain of Galilee the Blessed 
Redeemer proclaimed emphatically: “Going therefore 
teach ye all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost 
and behold I am with you all days even to the consum- 
mation of the world.” (Matt. 28: 19-20.) Never can 
Christ Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God, suspend this prom- 
ise of perpetual, Divine presence to His Church, which 
constitutes her power of teaching with an authority es- 
1 


2 THE POPE’S INFALLIBILITY 





sentially and perpetually infallible. This Divine indwell- 
ing in the Church evidently extends not only to the life- 
time of the Apostles, but throughout succeeding cen- 
turies, since Christ intended His Church to be instrumen- 
tal in the salvation of all men whom He died to redeem. 
Once infallible, the Church was to remain infallible for- 
ever. Infallible always and everywhere. Christ, the 
Fountain of all truth, and Light of light, could not pos- 
sibly dwell in the Church in the darkness of error and 
the spirit of falsehood. 


Curist’s PROMISE. 


He, the Essential. Truth itself, and the one essentially 
Infallible Teacher, assured the Church, moreover, of the 
continuous presence of the Holy Ghost in those memo- 
rable terms, “I will ask the Father and He will give you 
another Paraclete, that He may abide with you forever, 
the Spirit of truth.” (John 14: 16-17.) The fulfilment 
of the first part of this promise was accomplished on 
Pentecost, and the remainder is verified even to this very 
hour. The Holy Ghost, the Third Person of the Ador- 
able Trinity,- would certainly not tolerate error in the 
Church, for she is His temple. The promises of the 
indwelling of the two Divine Persons were subjected to 
no limitation in the continuance of their fulfilment. Our 
Divine Redeemer pledged His omnipotent word that He 
would build His Church upon a rock, and positively made 
the assurance and guaranteed on His own authority that 
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 
16:18). “Heaven and earth shall pass, but my words 
shall not pass.” (Matt. 24: 35.) By building His 
Church upon a rock and not on a sand-drift, Christ, the 
Divine Architect and Chief Cornerstone, gave it absolute 
security against all assaults whatsoever, and, conse- 
quently, it will never fail, never suffer corruption, never 
fall into error and will remain unconquered. Resting 
on Peter, the enduring rock, the Church shall be in- 
vincible forever. 

The denial of the infallibility is an insult to Christ, the 
Eternal Son of God, who promised to His Church His 
abiding presence and that of God the Holy Ghost. Cer- 
tainly Christ, the God of unchanging truth, and the Holy 
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Ghost could not dwell by a perpetual presence in any 
church teaching falsehood. Their abiding presence, which 
is positive and concrete, would be an approval of what is 
false. To hold that the Church, the authorized Teacher 
of truth, has ever erred in her teaching is to reject the 
Divinity of Christ, for should He have failed to keep His 
promises, He would lack the Godhead, “for it is impos- 
sible for God to lie.” (Heb. 6:18.) The Divine Omnip- 
otence would not, be equal to the fulfilment of the prom- 
ises, should the Church ever fail in teaching mankind 
faith and morals with inerrancy. Christ rigorously com- 
manded men to listen to the voice of the Church as to His 
own. “He that heareth you heareth Me, and he that 
despiseth you despiseth Me.” (Luke 10: 16.) How 
could Christ thus command men to hear the Church, 
if it were fallible and capable of leading them into error? 
Truly, only a Church that claims infallibility in teach- 
ing can claim authority to teach men and oblige them to 
accept its doctrine. The Church would have no right to 
request of men Divine faith in its doctrine, unless she 
teaches with unerring certainty the truths of the religion 
of Christ. St. Paul speaks of the Church as “the Church 
of the Living God and the pillar and ground of truth,” 
(1 Tim. 3: 15), and, therefore, she must possess in- 
fallibility in her teaching. The language of St. Paul 
would not, indeed, fit the Church, if it were at the mercy 
of every, wind of doctrine. Yea more, Christ threatens 
with eternal damnation any one who-would wilfully re- 
fuse to hear and obey the Church. “If he will not hear 
the Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and the 
publican.” (Matt. 18:17.) A church, which exacts so 
stern a faith in her doctrine and enforces so strict a ful- 
filment of her precepts, would have but few followers, 
could she not substantiate her claims to the prerogative 
of infallibility in teaching and to a full possession of the 
truth. 


THE CHurcH’s CLAIM TO INFALLIBILITY. 


The Church of Rome alone claimed and exercised 
throughout the ages the high and important prerogative 
of infallibility under the assistance and enlightenment of 
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the Holy Ghost. The Church could not rationally claim to 
be the Church of Christ, should she not claim an unques- 
tionable authority to render unerring testimony to the 
truth. Unworthy would she stand before mankind of 
the noble name of the Church of Christ, who came to 
be the Light of the world, if she should fail to speak un- 
erringly in her character of universal Teacher. A church 
liable to err could not be the work of the Divine Founder. 
Truth and error could not dwell together in the Church 
of the Divine Master. The moment the Church would 
. become fallible, that moment the Divine promises of as- 
sistance become impossible. Either an infallible Church, 
or no Church at all. 

Every Church not built on Peter, the Christ-estab- 
lished foundation, shall fall a victim to the powers of 
hell, that is, fall into the destructive errors of heresy, 
schism and apostasy. Fallible churches, divided houses 
of the doubting, cannot endure. As nations they rise and 
fall. The absence of infallibility, as exhibited among 
the multitudinous sects begets division, decay and death. 
No religion can last long without inerrancy in teaching. 
No infallible church as sole and infallible messenger, pro- 
tector and interpreter of the will of God, then no true 
religion on earth. Should there be no infallible teacher, 
mankind would be abandoned to all the changes of ram- 
pant error and to endless divisions and confusion. The 
history of Protestantism is a veritable record, of con- 
tinual change. What other authority but an infallible 
one could settle the bitter and far-reaching controversies 
and disastrous disputes concerning faith and morals? 
As the truths revealed by Almighty God are not to perish, 
there must exist on earth an authority to decide with 
unerring certainty what Christ has taught, clearly fix 
the limits of free thought and the freedom of man’s 
ever-changing opinion and make religion consist in God’s 
unchangeable revelation. A standard of right doctrine 
must be found to which the entire world may safely 
appeal. All men, to be saved, must place credence in the 
identical doctrine taught by the Author of Christianity, 
and since He has granted to His established Church the 
power to preach this doctrine, He must therefore guard 
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her against the possibility of error in teaching, that is, 
He must have endowed her with doctrinal infallibility. 
Christ, therefore, still guides His Church, lives in His 
Church and teaches His Church, so that all nations may 
know the immutable truths of the religion of Christ. The 
Church composed of men appears to be but a merely 
human society, nevertheless God speaks through it and 
its voice is the voice of God rather than that of men. 
The Church is a Divinely constituted organization au- 
thorized to speak -and teach for Christ with infallibil- 
ity. Christ is the invisible head and life of the Church, 
which is under His permanent influence, the one true 
fold, in which He alone dwells, speaks and teaches. 
Christ Jesus directs and governs His Church through His 
Vicar, whom He preserves against all error, in order that 
the Church may stand firm against the very gates of hell. 

As the Church possesses infallibility in teaching, her 
Divinely appointed chief head must be infallible. Natur- 
ally, if the Church is infallible, her mouthpiece must pos- 
sess the same quality. Infallibility should of necessity 
rest in the head. The Church is infallible because Christ 
is infallible; and the head of the Church is infallible be- 
cause the Church is infallible. Infallibility is a necessary 
gift of a supreme teacher and a Divinely constituted mes- 
senger of God. Divine revelation demands the existence, 
on earth, of an infallible teacher for protection from the 
chance interpretations and imaginations of men. The un- 
changeable God must have established on earth an un- 
dying, infallible and definitive authority to proclaim to 
the world with unerring certainty not only the exact doc- 
trines He revealed, but also to interpret their meaning 
from age to age. 


INFALLIBILITY OF PETER. 


Our Lord, the Supreme Truth, said to St. Peter, the 
Prince of the Apostles, “I say to thee that thou art Peter 
and upon this rock I will build My Church and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16: 18.) 
These profound and solemn words of the infallible God 
evidently manifest that Peter was endowed with the gift 
of infallibility and would unfailingly guide the Church 
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into all truth. Unmistakably do they constitute the chief 
Apostle as the firm, immovable, living, Divinely set foun- 
dation on which Christ’s Church rests not temporarily but 
forever, and consequently Peter, the rock of infallible 
truth, could never fail in his teaching, being incapable of 
deceiving or being deceived. Could Peter, whom Christ 
appointed head of the Church because He was to return 
to the Father, have led the Church dstray in his teaching, 
error, notwithstanding the explicit promises of Christ, 
would have assuredly prevailed in the Church. No sens- 
ible person will presume to deny that the Church of 
Christ should preserve the truths of its Divine Founder 
and therefore must have an infallible chief shepherd; 
otherwise Divine revelation would be imperiled. The 
thoughtless assumption that-Christ Jesus, who allowed 
Himself to be crucified for the salvation of mankind and 
who said before Pilate, “I should give testimony to the 
truth” (John 14: 6), would permit His doctrine to be 
minimized, mutilated or destroyed, is a downright mock- 
ery of Almighty God, the Creator and Master of all 
things. “The truth of the Lord remaineth forever.” 
(Ps. 116: 2.) 

“Simon, Simon,” again affirms Christ, “Satan hath de- 
sired to have you that he may sift you as wheat, but I 
have prayed that thy faith shall not fail, and thou being 
once converted, confirm thy brethren.” (Luke 22: 31-32.) 
Through this prayer Christ plainly promises that the faith 
of Peter will remain invulnerable. This, indeed, would 
be impossible should Peter be fallible in teaching faith 
and morals. To deny, therefore, that St. Peter and his 
legitimate successors in office are infallible in teaching the 
whole Church is practically to declare that Christ’s prayer 
was null and void, which is an open and atrocious blas- 
phemy. Peter, certainly, could not perform the office 
of confirming the brethren and strengthening the faith of 
all the disciples, if he himself were capable of erring. 
The faith of the confirmer of all the brethren cannot fail, 
because Christ’s prayer to that effect cannot remain un- 
heard. “And I knew that thou hearest me always.” (John 
11: 42.) “Feed My lambs, . . . Feed My sheep,” 
(John 21: 15), utters Christ. Peter, thus constituted the 








THE POPE’S INFALLIBILITY 7 





supreme shepherd of the Church of God, the Church 
taught and the Church teaching, surely cannot be a 
teacher of error. As the food of immortal souls is truth, 
Peter would not be infallible should he be liable to cor- 
rupt by false doctrine the flock, which Christ deigned to 
confide to his pastoral care. To reconcile Peter’s falli- 
bility with the charge to feed the flock with sound and 
sane doctrine would be impossible. The pastor of the 
lambs and sheep of Christ must of necessity be an in- 
fallible guide. The infallibility of St. Peter flows na- 
turally from his primacy and supremacy, for as supreme 
shepherd and supreme ruler and teacher of the fold, Peter 
cannot err in doctrine. How otherwise could he protect 
the Church against the gates of hell? Almighty God can 
communicate the prerogatiye of infallibility and such He 
has actully done according to the Bible, the inspired 
Word of God, of which God is the real Author. Christ 
Jesus Himself is the real source of infallibility and He 
delegated that power to Peter, who as supreme Pastor 
‘must be incapable of erring, since on earth there is no 


other superior as teacher and guide to appeal to in mat- 
ters of faith and morals. 


THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPE. 


The Pope as successor of St. Peter is preserved from 
error of judgment by virtue of the promises of Christ, 
when he speaks ex cathedra as pastor and doctor of the 
universal Church with the intention of defining a doc- 
trine of faith and morals and of obliging the entire 
Church to believe and profess the same. The Vatican 
Council formally defined the Pope’s infallibility as a Di- 
vinely revealed dogma in the year 1870, though it had 
already been an ancient and firm: belief in the Church. 
Papal infallibility is therefore a revealed truth to be be 
lieved with Divine faith ,because God has spoken. 4 

“As Christ, the God Incarnate, promised special as- 
sistance to Peter in teaching, and that to the end of time, 
He assured similar assistance to Peter’s legitimate 
successors in their pronouncements to humanity on 
spiritual and moral: questions. St. Peter was for the 
Church the constituted foundation-rock which must not 
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be unstable or tottering, and consequently his successors 
must be infallible in teaching the whole Church. Should 
the foundation fail, the entire house would crumble. 
Impossible would it be for Peter’s successors “to confirm 
the brethren” should they lack infallibility, and otherwise 
how could the brethren know that they were not led 
astray? When controversies spring up concerning faith 
and morals, the supreme Pontiff is ultimately to decide, 
that is, condemn, if necessary, any theory contrary to 
Divine revelation. No certainty would there be as to 
the objects of faith without an infallible guide to define 
with unerring truth what is and what is not revealed. 
Does the Pope speak in his official capacity upon a sub- 
ject pertaining to the deposit of faith or the code of 
morality, his decision is final and irreversible, against 
which there is no appeal, not even to a general Council. 
As St. Peter, moreover, was appointed by Christ the su- 
preme shepherd of the whole Church, all the members of 
the Church are bound in conscience to accept and believe 
the doctrine of Peter and his successors. But such an 
obligation demands positive assurance of not being mis- 
guided. The Pope must be able to distinguish between 
truth and error and between true and false teachers. 
Without infallibility the Church would eventually die un- 
der the attacks of heretics and schismatics. Christ, there- 
fore, was bound to bestow upon the Pope, the heir of 
Peter and the Divine promises; the high prerogative of 
infallibility in all his official teaching in matters of faith 
and morals for the preservation of the Faith and the 
welfare of immortal souls. The Pope is the infallible 
teacher, holding the visible place of Christ Jesus over 
the Church. 


PERSONAL INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPE. 


That the Pope eajoys personal infallibility is an article 
of faith according to the Vatican Council which states 
that the Pope possesses the same infallibility which the 
Church has. The Pope is endowed with infallibility in 
his own person as teacher of the universal Church, pos- 
sessing a full independent infallibility. The other 
Apostles could only share infallibility in communion with 
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Peter. The Pope alone is the infallible teacher of the 
Church ex cathedra. Every other Bishop is individually 
fallible, but the entire episcopal body acting jointly in 
teaching with the Pope, the Christ-appointed head, par- 
takes of his infallibility. - The infallibility of the Church 
descends from Peter to the brethren. Peter is the one 
supreme and infallible rule of faith. Peter alone and 
his actual successor, the Roman Pontiff, the Bishop 
united with Peter, is the infallible interpreter of Divine 
revelation, Christ Jesus being at all times the real and es- 
sential source of this infallibility. The position of Peter 
and his successors in the Church is similar to that of 
Christ, but dependent on Christ. “Feed My lambs, Feed 
My sheep” is an office Christ conferred upon Peter alone. 

Infallibility is conferred on the Pope to teach men with 
authority the everlasting and unchanging truths of salva- 
tion, because he is the representative of Christ Jesus, 
Truth itself, Christ’s other self in office, and also because 
he is the mouthpiece of the Church of the Living God 
and the organ of the Holy Ghost. The personal infalli- 
bility of the successor of Peter is the belief of the entire 
Church. Over three-hundred millions of men, though 
divided by race, color, climate, form of government and 
natural characteristics, recognize the Pope as infallible 
when teaching the whole Church in faith and morals. 
The members of an infallible Church must have one in- 
fallible in teaching, on whom they can depend with en- 
tire confidence, a supreme tribunal, the source and center 
of teaching, namely the Supreme Pontiff, the Divinely ap- 
pointed interpreter of revelation, the custodian of the 
sacred deposit of faith and the teacher of the children 
of God. Had the Church not believed in Papal infalli- 
bility would it have been submitted to this belief for 
nearly two thousand years? 


DivINE ASSISTANCE OF THE Hoty GHosT 


Papal infallibility rests upon the special Divine as- 
sistance and abiding presence of the Holy Ghost promised 
by Christ in these words, “the Spirit of truth will teach 
you all truth.” Papal infallibility is, therefore, based 
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on the infallibility of the Holy Ghost, whose hallowed 
indwelling in the Church is the secret of the doctrinal 
infallibility and the responsibility for her teaching. The 
perpetuity of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost in the 
Church is an evident reality guaranteed by the words of 
Christ. “TI will ask the Father and He shall give you an- 
other Paraclete that He may remain with you forever.” 
(John 14: 16.) Unless mortals, therefore, would dare 
call Christ’s promises falsehoods, the Holy Ghost safe- 
guards the truths of the Church through the Chair of 
Peter, the Holy Ghost, animates and vivifies the whole 
Church’. “The Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things 
and bring all things to your mind whatsoever I shall have 
said to you.” (John 14: 26.) These words of Christ 
plainly mean a special teaching presence. 


REASON DEMANDS AN INFALLIBLE TEACHER 


Should the Pope, whom in the person of Peter, Christ 
made the head of the Church, teach error in his office 
as Vicar of Christ, Christ Himself would teach falsely 
through His Vicar and thus deceive the human race in 
the most important thing of life, the salvation of souls. 
Pure human reason demands a teacher protected from 
falling into error. The fallibility of men’s judgment ap- 
pears evident-in the manifold religious disputes and con- 
tradicting sects. Down the ages infallibility has played 
a beneficent and all-important part in settling religious 
questions. By his supreme authority the Pope of Rome 
has detected untruth and condemned ancient and modern 
errors. In exercising his prerogative of infallibility, the 
Supreme Pontiff is not inspired, nor gifted with a sensible 
supernatural light, nor guided by a voice from Heaven, 
nor is there any miraculous intervention. Infallibility 
simply means that when the Pope speaks as veritable head 
of the universal Church the Holy Ghost protects him 
from error, that is when he speaks as head of the univer- 
sal Church on a point of faith and morals with the pur- 
pose of binding every member of the Church for ac- 
ceptance and belief. 
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Osject OF INFALLIBILITY. 


The object of infallibility consists in the teaching of 
dogmas of faith or truths to be believed, and moral teach- 
ing or truths to be practised. Infallibility extends only 
to the truths of Divine revelation contained in the Holy 
Bible and sacred tradition. The Pope has the Divine 
right to define what God has taught in the Bible, what 
Christ left to the Apostles and what may be found in the 
tradition of the Church. 

Personal opinions expressed by the Pope as an or- 
dinary teacher, a theologian, or an author, do not come 
within the sphere of infallibility, which is an official pre- 
rogative attached to public and official Papal declarations. 
Personal sayings, writings, private letters and conversa- 
tions, moreover, have nothing to do with the infallibility, 
which was granted to the Pope, not for his own personal 
advantage, but for that of the Church at large. Neither 
do infallible Pontifical declarations depend on the learn- 
ing of the Pope, but on a special Divine assistance and 
guidance. The Pope does not claim infallibility regard- 
ing politics, historical facts, natural sciences or truths, 
unless they are so closely connected with faith and morals 
that the truths of the latter might be imperiled. The 
Church was established by Christ to teach to the world 
the truths of Divine revelation, and not the natural 
sciences. Neither is there question of infallibility in the 
appointment of Bishops, or in forming regulations for 
particular churches, or in teaching a part of the Church. 
No well-informed person will hold that infallibility is the 
enslavement of human reason, for it simply means ex- 
emption from liability to error in doctrine. Man’s intel- 
lect, created for truth, should submit to the truth. Noth- 
ing, indeed, is more degrading to man’s liberty and dis- 
honorable to self-respect than to be a slave to the doubt- 
ful teaching of fallible men. Infallibility neither hampers 
the mind nor interferes with human liberty, nor prevents 
the researches of science. 

Infallibility does not depend on the sanctity of the 
Pope. The personal sinlessness of the Pope has posi- 
tively nothing to do with infallibility. Although the 
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lives of the Popes have been distinguished, through the 
centuries, for personal holiness, Popes may be peccable in 
their lives, but their official acts are totally independent 
of their private acts. Papal infallibility does not signify 
that the Pope cannot do wrong, but that he cannot teach 
falsehood in his public and official capacity as head of 
the Universal Church.’ In a word, infallibility does not 
“depend on the sanctity of the Pope. No Pope neverthe- 
less ever promulgated a decree against the purity of faith 
and morals, nor does history mention any example of any 
Pope ever falling away from the true Faith. Despite all 
the researches through the ages, no Pope has ever been 
found who taught error, nor have any Popes ever con- 
tradicted one another in their teaching. 


INFALLIBLE Decisions ARE Not New IpEas. 


The Pope is not the creator or originator, but truly the 
sentinel, the interpreter and protector of Divine revela- 
tion. Neither does the Pope make new doctrines, but 
only proclaims and confirms old ones held from the foun- 
dation of the Christian religion. His office is to pro- 
nounce explicitly on the existence of revealed truths, 
believed implicitly from the beginning, and that such a 
doctrine was revealed by Christ, but to add or subtract 
nothing from the substance thereof. The Church, indeed, 
has progress and development, but suffers no essential 
change. She only uses Mer-authority from God to teach 
what has to do with faith and morals. 

Only after a thorough study of the true sources of 
revelation does the Pope define as revealed a belief 
hitherto implicitly contained in the original deposit of 
faith. Prior to his decision, he investigates Holy Scrip- 
ture and tradition, the true sources of revelation, and 
clearly sets forth the doctrine of the Church as occasions 
demand. The Sovereign Pontiff will not or cannot manu- 
facture new doctrines, nor invent new dogmas nor allow 
them to find their way into the ancient Church, nor in- 
crease or weaken what Almighty God has deigned to re- 
veal. Though all the powers of earth and hell rage against 
the Church, the Pope must condemn error and keep the 
deposit of faith pure, incorrupt and unmixed, which de- 
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posit must ever remain unchanged like God whose im- 
mutable truths it contains. “Jesus Christ yesterday and 
today and the same forever.” (Heb. 13: 8,) 


f 
Tue BENEFITS OF INFALLIBILITY 


Infallibility constitutes the bond of union and the 
source of Catholic unity. Owing to her supreme, central 
and unfailing authority, the Church presents to the world 
in disunion and trouble her admirable unity and in this 
she stands alone. Her infallible truth keeps her in the 
indivisible unity of the doctrine of Christ. No other 
church possesses the promise of Divine support. She 
alone legitimately claims the magnificent and all-import- 
ant power of unification. The Church, in her wisdom, 
obliges all her children to be of one belief and allows no 
freedom of thought in the domain of faith, because she 
declares her belief to be the certain, safe and definite 
expression of the truths God has revealed. Honest 
thinking men must confess that the dogma of infallibility 
alone can calm poor human minds in doubt and effec- 
tively settle the religious contentions so widespread in 
this sad day of liberalism, agnosticism and atheism. In 
the sects, which are the arbitrary creation of men, there 
is nothing to define and settle religious questions which 
are in dispute. No authoritative tribunal is there among 
them to decide and guide. Only opinions, and little or 
no uniformity of views on spiritual matters, reign. 
Creeds, therefore, depending on fallible agencies, vary, 
divide, decay and die. For want of an infallible interpre- 
ter, the Holy Bible, under private judgment and free 
inquiry, is made to originate fallacious doctrines, fatal 
inconsistencies and absurd tenets, in the hands of the 
ignorant and unscrupulous. An infallible book needs an 
infallible interpreter and a trustworthy teacher to explain, 
as is proved by the history of the sects with their divis- 
ions, diversity and multiplicity. A prudent and wise 
legislator, Christ Jesus, established a tribunal to guard 
and expound the Holy Scriptures, which tribunal the 
world must confess to be no other than the Roman 
Catholic Church. Where the Pope’s authority is loyally 
accepted and obeyed, order reigns, and where his author- 
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ity is rejected, disorder reigns, both in the religious and 
in the civil spheres. Destruction dominates in the present 
world because society has lost authority. The rulers and 
the ruled have miainly abandoned the supreme authority 
of the one true Church, the authority of the Pope, which 
does not destroy, but verily civilizes, engenders order and 
builds up. 


OBEDIENCE TO THE POPE. 


Religious obedience to Mother Church all sincere and 
loyal Catholics should render, not only when the subject- 
matter falls under the head of Divine revelation, but also 
when the exercise of ordinary ecclesiastical authority 
comes in question. When the Pope speaks ex cathedra 
and defines any articles concerning faith and morals, 
Catholics are bound to receive his teaching with the assent 
of faith. To refuse obedience in this matter is to be 
guilty of heresy, which excludes from the membership 
of the Church. Catholics, moreover, are bound to show 
ready obedience to the Pope, who is always the Vicar of 
Christ, and the Divinely appointed head of the Church. 
Any one limiting his submission to the Pope’s infallible 
utterances is no true Catholic. The law of God enjoins 
submission to all lawfully constituted authority. “Let 
every soul be subject to higher power, for there is no 
power but from God, and those that are, are ordained 
of God.” (Rom. 13:1.) 

The ordinary ecclesiastical authority coniprises the 
pastoral letters and orders of the Bishops, “whom the 
Holy Ghost has placed to rule the Church of God.” 
(Acts 20:28.) Our Holy Father Benedict XV, now 
happily reigning, in his first Encyclical says, “He who is 
not with the Bishop, is not with the Church.” This 
authority includes also diocesan and provincial Councils, 
the pronouncements of the Sacred Congregations, and 
in a superior manner many acts of the Supreme Pontiff, 
to whom all the Bishops of the world show obedience as 
the successor of St. Peter, the Vicar of Christ. As rulers 
the Popes do not sanction injustice, nor countenance 
wrong in any way, but exhibit the highest wisdom, rec- 
titude and knowledge in their words and acts. Almighty 
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God, evidently, watches over and directs the supreme 
government of his terrestrial Church with a special 
Divine Providence. For nearly twenty centuries has the 
Church condemned numerous heresies, solved -manifold 
doubts, and decided countless contentions. 

Our Lord, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, 
uttered the following significant words: “He who will 
not hear the Church, let him be to thee as the heathen 
and the publican.” (Matt. 18:17.) Persons, therefore, 
who spurn the ruling of the Church, separate themselves 
from the Church’s sheep and stand outside the true fold. 
The rejection of any doctrine of the Church is a virtual 
rejection of Christ, the Son of God, and of the Father, 
the Eternal God: Christ affirmed, “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be condemned.” (Mark, 16:16.) Eternal salvation, 
therefore, is for those who receive the teaching of the 
Apostles and their successors; and eternal damnation is 
for those who wilfully reject it. No one who is wilfully 
separated from the Church of Christ can be saved. 

A merely moral and edifying life will not save men, 
unless they accomplish the holy will of God, manifested 
through His spotless and ever-glorious Spouse, the 
Church. The performance of good works and charitable 
deeds pleases not God, should there exist neglect and re- 
fusal of obedience to the authority of the Church, the 
great work for which Christ died. To satisfy God, mor- 
tals must not only avoid evil, but do the positive will of 
God according to the teaching of His beloved Church. 
An honest life demands perfect fulfilment of the Divine 
will, made known through the Church. God must be 
served in the manner He requires, and in no other. Per- 
sons, of course, who remain outside the Catholic Church 
involuntarily through invincible ignorance, or without 
any fault or will of their own, can obtain life everlasting 
under the influence of Divine grace by following the dic- 
tates of their conscience, by the observation of the natural 
law and by a disposition to obey God. Their salvation 
will, therefore, be effected in the Church, to the soul of 
which they really thus belong, though they do not belong 
to the outward organization. No person can come to 
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Christ except through His Church. Persons become cul- 
pable, therefore, by neglecting to seek and enter the 
Church when God grants them light to suspect or know 
that they are outside the Church. Persons, doubting 
seriously whether they belong to the true religion or not, 
are bound to strive to find a solution of their doubt. , 


Licut oF FAirH NECESSARY 


Learning does not furnish sufficient ground for belief, 
but the light of faith is imperative. Though intellectually’ 
convinced of the truth of the Church, man needs, never- 
theless, faith to place credence in revealed truths. Untold 
numbers of educated people, therefore, though fully con- 
vinced that God gave a revelation to mankind and con- 
stituted His Church as the custodian, protector and in- 
terpreter of the deposit of faith, remain, nevertheless, 
unbelievers, because they never receive or they lost the 
gift of faith by their own fault. Intellectual conviction 
can be obtained by the natural faculties of the mind, 
while belief springs from a supernatural assistance com- 
ing directly from God. On account of intellectual pride, 
stubbornness in their own opinions, or immoral lives, 
God withdraws from human beings the precious gift of 
faith. “God resisteth the proud and giveth grace to the 
humble.” (James 4:6.) Incredulity is the natural con- 
sequence of pride, passion, religious ignorance or self- 
sufficiency. “Unless you become as little children, you 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 
18 :3.) 

Sensuality, though certainly not commendable, is pre- 
ferable, however, to the intellectual pride of persons who 
refuse submission to the legitimate authority of the 
Church, which Christ founded to guide men in the way 
of salvation. Far greater sinners are the individuals who 
rebel against the voice of the Church than those who 
willingly obey the dictates of the Church, though not free 
from the contamination of evil. 

Nothing, indeed, is more just, necessary and consoling, 
amid the errors abounding in the sects, the false maxims 
in the industrial and political spheres, and in the present 
apostasy from God, followed by moral and intellectual 
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rottenness, than subjection to the voice of the Church of 
God in the exercise of her infallible and ordinary author- 
ity. Human systems disappear, but the Faith of the 
Catholic Church alone continues to shine forth in its un- 
diminished splendor, because the Church is infallible. 
By obedience to her commands in spiritual matters, men 
possess the glad and peaceful assurance of running no 
risk of going astray in the prime affair of life, the salva- 
tion of their immortal soul. The grand thought of hav- 
ing the complete truth brings peace and tranquillity, the 
truth that gives liberty. “The truth shall make you free.” 
(John 8:32.) Experience teaches that nothing is more 
liable to error than the human mind, but the Church of 
God depends not on fallible men, but certainly on her 
Divine Head. Behold the absurd aberrations, destruc- 
tive schisms and fatal heresies, into which even the 
learned, down the centuries, have fallen in failing to heed 
the decisions of the One, True, Holy, Catholic, Apos- 
tolic and Infallible Church of Christ. 


+ Timotuy CorseEtTt, 


Bishop of Crookston. 


Given at Crookston on the Feast of the Epiphany of 
Our Lord, January 6, 1921. 








Belgian Sympathy for Ireland 


HE Hierarchy of Belgium, headed by Cardinal Mer- 

cier, have addressed a collective letter expressing 
their sympathy to the Primate and Bishops of Ireland at 
the moment in which the Irish people are enduring sad 
trial. In the letter the Belgian Bishops assert their belief 
in Ireland’s claim to right and justice, and they indorse 
the demand for an impartial inquiry. They send as a 
contribution to the fund for the relief of sufferers in 
Ireland a donation of 31,000 francs. The following is a 
translation of the Belgian Bishops’ letter : 


Malines. 
Sunday, within the 
Octave of All Saints. 
Your Eminence, Dear and Venerated Bishops: 

The letter, which Your Eminence and Your Lordships 
have confidently addressed to us has deeply touched us. 
We hasten to say to you that we are heartily with you, 
sharing your anguish, your grief, but also your uncon- 
querable hopes. 

For long have the eyes of Belgian Catholics turned to- 
wards Ireland full of admiration and gratitude. Is it not 
to the first pioneer of Christian civilization in Ireland that 
Belgium herself owes in large degree the grace, greatest of 
all graces, of belonging to Christ? The names of Irish mis- 
sionaries who in the Merovingian epoch, evangelized the 
north of France—St. Columban, St. Foillan, St. Monon, 
and St. Eton, St. Lievin, the Bishops St. Wirnon and St. 
Plechelm, and their deacon, St. Odger, St. Fredegand fin- 
ally, and many others—have remained popular amongst 
‘us. More than thirty Belgian churches are dedicated to 
saints of your island. 

It would seem that Ireland, won for the Faith since the 
opening of the fifth century, has received from Divine 
Providence a special apostolic mission. Wheresoever one 
goes through England, Australia, the United States, Can- 
ada, wherever the Catholic Faith lives and thrives, the 
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name of the Island of Saints is held in honor, the Irish 
priesthood is actively occupied. And this nation of heroes 
been, a nation of martyrs. 


What, then, is your history but the long Calvary of a 
people ceaselessly betrayed, persecuted, despoiled, starved. 
but ever unfailing in its faith and in its passion for liberty. 
Yes, we admire you, dear and venerated brothers, we bless 
you, and-—let us say it in all simplicity—we love you._ 

Your people have our sympathy, they have a right to our 
respect, and it is you who have evoked them ; for nowhere 
in the world has one seen, as with you, the shepherd share 
the lot of his flock, draw near to it in suffering, partake of 
its poverty, protect its natural traditions, vindicate with 
it its independence. If there be a Church in the Catholic 
world in which the episcopacy realizes in all its fullness the 
device proclaimed by the Supreme Shepherd of the minis- 
try of souls—“I am the Good Shepherd, and I know My 
sheep and My sheep know Me”—it is the Church of Ire- 
land ; there is none other, from this point of view, its equal. 


MaKE DEMAND FOR TRIBUNAL OF INQUIRY 


Even when, at certain times, over-excitement leads . 
astray certain members of your flocks you are the first to 
tell them with fine outspokenness their failings and the 
perils they draw down upon a cause which you would 
wish to maintain always in an atmosphere of light and 
peace. Many months ago the Primate of Ireland said, 
without any circumlocutions, to his compatriots : ““We con- 
demn crime whosoever be its authors.” But he condemned 
at the same time, and the Irish Episcopacy condemns with 
him at this moment, the murders, the raids, the burnings, 
the violence of all kinds daily repeated in your country- 
sides and in your cities, thereby exciting everywhere dis- 
order and anarchy. 

A like state of things cannot last. The British Govern- 
ment will not tolerate it. We range ourselves with you 
in demanding that a tribunal of inquiry of unquestionable 
impartiality be instituted to strengthen the public con- 
science. 

We have not forgotten that the British Government 
was the first to espouse the cause of our right when our 
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country was subjected to the unjust aggression and to the 
atrocities of a conscienceless invader. , 

The day in which the inquiry which you ask for shall 
prove that the Irish people wishes not revolt but liberty 
and its rights, a new era of consolation and of hope will 
open for you. We who today so cordially associate our- 
selves with you in your trial will come again to share in 
your comfort and your joy. 

Did we not hear this morning the Church intone in her 
liturgy these words of the Prophet: “My thoughts for you 
are thoughts of peace and not of affliction”? 

We ask our priests and our Faithful to remember at 
the altar and in their prayers their Irish brethren. They 
owe to you that charity; they owe it to you in gratitude; 
for when we were oppressed by the stranger, deprived of 
food, coal, clothes, you came generously to our aid. Hun- 
dreds of refugees have known the benefit of your hospi- 
tality ; they have not forgotten it. 

Your Eminence, dear and venerated Bishops, in the 
name of the Belgian Catholics, in the name of our clergy 


and in our own name, we ask you to accept the homage of 


our warm sympathy and the assurance of our fraternal 
* devotedness. 


+D. J. Carprnat Merctkrr, Archbishop of Malines, 
+GusTAVE JosEPH, Bishop of Bruges, 

+Tuomas Louts, Bishop of Namur, 

+Martin Husert, Bishop of Liege, 

+AMEDEE Marie, Bishop of Tournai, 

+Emmre Jean, Bishop of Gand. 





